
King Midas was a foolish and greedy man.

He wanted to be the richest man in the world.
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One day an old satyr came to King Midas' palace. Midas recognized him as Silenus, a friend of the god Dionysus.

[image: image2.png]



Instead of sending Silenus away King Midas invited him to stay and enjoy his hospitality.
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The god Dionysus was pleased Midas had helped his friend and offered to grant Midas a wish.
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King Midas wished that everything he touched would turn to gold. Then he would be the richest man in the world.
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The god kept his promise and sure enough, everything Midas touched turned to gold. He went around his palace using his new power.
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But Midas' wish turned against him. He found that he couldn't eat or drink as his food and wine turned to gold when he touched it!
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Midas begged Dionysus to remove the spell.  The god Dionysus responded, I’m sorry, the spell cannot be reversed.  Be careful what you wish for, ____________________.

The Compromise of 1850

-  We win Mexican-American War

-  The gift:  
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1.  What current states were won in the war?

2.  Did we get more land from this war or more in the Louisiana Purchase? 

The “spark” in the powder keg:  

(Named after Senator Wilmot↓)   (↓Proviso means Bill or future law)

The Wilmot Proviso

-  Bill that proposes banning of slavery in all lands gained from Mexico

“The Civil War was a fight between the moral, just, and righteous northerners who wanted to get rid of slavery and evil southerners who wanted to keep it.”  What is wrong with this sentence?  

-  Northern perspective (for)  

-  Good because slavery takes away free labor jobs (They took ar’ jobs!)



-  Good (?) because stops spread of blacks


-  Southern perspective (against)

- Unconstitutional – slaves are property; government cannot take away Who did Southerners see themselves as?  What proud American tradition do they think they are following in the line of?  What event do they think they are keeping the spirit of?

- Free/slave states would become unequal

Placing blame:  The Wilmot Proviso was never passed, and reflected the views of only a minority of northerners.  The idea that the north was actually going to take away slavery was laughable.  On the other hand, northerners did threaten the South’s whole way of life.  Who is more responsible for the hatred between north and south – northern instigators or paranoid southerners?  Why?

The Problem of California –  Look at your map.  From the Missouri Compromise until now in 1849, what was the rule regarding whether or not a state was slave or free?  What problem does California present for trying to follow that rule?

-  Dilemma – CA is North and South of 36’ 30 (but mostly south)
-  CA applies to be a free state  It’s 1849.  Why are people going to CA all of a sudden? What does that have to do with the people of the state not wanting to have slaves?  Why wouldn’t slavery work for these 49’ers?

Discussion/debate:  Should Californians be able to decide whether or not their state will be free, or should they have to follow the Missouri Compromise?  What arguments can be made for both sides?

Other problems


1.  Northern states don’t follow federal fugitive slave law
-  Refuse to return escaped blacks  
2.  Northerners hate slavery in Washington, D.C.  As we learned in the video, why is slavery so particularly ugly in D.C. as opposed to somewhere else?  Use the term contradiction or contradictory in your answer.

3.  Texas (slave state) claims land in New Mexico (likely to be free due to its’ geography/agriculture)
