Introduction to the Presidency of Thomas Jefferson

If someone had gone out of their way to stab you in the back, is it better to punish or forgive them? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each?

Let us see if the same rules that apply to personal relationships apply to the government through an examination of Thomas Jefferson’s presidency.
The Election of 1800 – the Constitution blunders (again)
Recap:  In the original Constitution, how did electors in the Electoral College choose the president?  What problem did that create in the election of 1796?

-  Jefferson and Burr (R) beat Adams (F)

-  Problem:  Jefferson and Burr receive the same number of electoral votes. Why would that have happened?  Is this an uncanny coincidence?

-  In the event of a tie, the House of Representatives chooses the president.

Be evil:  You’re the Federalists, who, what do you know, still happen to dominate the House of Representatives.  Who do you want to pick for president?  Why?

-  After prolonged debate and several votes, the Federalists do the right thing and choose Jefferson.

Why The Federalists fear Jefferson (Why he has the right to be mad)

1.  The way the Federalists treated Jefferson in the election

2.  The Alien and Sedition Acts

3.  Jefferson’s political views – for small government, no tariffs, and no national bank Do the math:  If Jefferson is for small government, and the government under the Federalists was big, (relatively, anyway) what is going to happen?

Role-Play:  If you were the newly elected Thomas Jefferson, how would you go about dealing with issues regarding the Federalists?  Would you fire back at them like they did to you?  Why or why not?  How about the bank and the tariff – ditch them?

-  Jefferson's inaugural address: he states, “we are all Republicans, we are all Federalists.”  What is the meaning of this quote?  It is bi-partisan or partisan?

Think like a politician – Why would Jefferson make this move?  Consider the time period and the nature/popularity of both parties at the time.  Do you think Jefferson was acting out of a spirit of bipartisanship and progress or for political power? Some of each?  Why?
-  The election of 1800 is often referred to as the “revolution of 1800.”  Why?  What is a revolution?  What is unique about American politics?

Jefferson’s Actions in Office (i.e. what he did do)

1.  He reduced the size of the army and navy to reduce the national debt.  Why else might have Jefferson reduce the navy?  The army?

2.  He abolished all internal taxes, including the whiskey tax.  The only way the federal government received funds in 1800 was through the sale of western lands!
3.  He and Congress let the Alien and Sedition Acts expire.

Discussion/Debate:  Do you like Jefferson’s plan?  Is it good for America?

What Jefferson did not do in office

1.  Immediately fire all Federalists in the government

2.  Pass Alien/Sedition-like laws of his own Why is it important to study what Jefferson did not do?  What extremely important precedent did Jefferson set for the United States?

3.  Get rid of the Hamiltonian system – national bank, tariff, etc.

