Imperialism – Causes and Intro

Imperialism – controlling other countries

What are all the ways you can control another country?


-  Taking land


-  Economic control


-  Diplomacy

Discrepant Event Analysis (I give you the line of history; then I tell you something that doesn’t seem to make sense.  You tell me how it fits.  Ex – Guy comes into town on Friday; leaves two days later on Friday…)

A Short History of American Isolationism

-  The United States has a proud tradition of isolationism.  What is isolationism?

-  The American Revolution – fought for the right of self rule

-  The Declaration of Independence declares that colonization is tyrannical no matter where it happens.

-  Washington’s Farewell Address – warns against “entangling alliances” with foreign nations.

-  The Monroe Doctrine – no further colonization by Europe in North America and vice versa.

Why is isolationism great?  Why are Americans so proud of this tradition?

-  The discrepant event:  Our textbook titles the period between 1890 and 1920 as “America claims an Empire,” or “The age of American imperialism.”  During this time, the United States would:

· Fight a war with Spain over control of Cuba and Puerto Rico

· Annex Hawaii

· Argue over corporate control over China

-    Annex the Philippines

Which of these do you think is most out of character with American isolationism?

Causation – 1)Establish motivation – why control other countries? (Easy)

2)Distinguish time and place - Why not now and never before? (Take a few minutes and guess)

5 Causes of Imperialism (Hint/Cause/Why?)  After:  rank biggest to least cause

1.  (The 48th state to enter the union was Arizona.  In 1912.  The other two states were Alaska and Hawaii.)  The frontier is dead → Search for new lands

2.  (Taylorism and the factory line.)  → A glut of goods; seek foreign markets

3.  (A whole class is talking.  I tell the kid closest to me to shut up.)  European expansionism → everyone else is; get land before it runs out.

4.  (Ellis Island + prejudice)  Southern + Eastern European immigrants – social darwinism (see primary doc)

5.  ??  Alfred T. Mahan’s Influence of Sea Power on History.  (see primary doc)

From Alfred T. Mahan, author of the book, The Influence of Sea Power on History

The interesting and significant feature of this changing attitude is the turning of the eyes outward, instead of inward only, to seek the welfare of the country. To affirm the importance of distant markets, and the relation to them of our own immense powers of production, implies logically the recognition of the link that joins the products and the markets,--that is, the carrying trade; the three together constituting that chain of maritime power to which Great Britain owes her wealth and greatness. 


Despite a certain great original superiority conferred by our geographical nearness and immense resources… the United States is woefully unready, not only in fact but in purpose to assert in the Caribbean and Central America a weight of influence proportioned to the extent of her interests. We have not the navy, and, what is worse, we are not willing to have the navy, that will weigh seriously in any disputes with those nations whose interests will conflict there with our own. We have not, and we are not anxious to provide, the defense of the seaboard which will leave the navy free for its work at sea. We have not, but many other powers have, positions, either within or on the borders of the Caribbean. . . . 

Yet, were our sea frontier as strong as it now is weak, passive self-defense, whether in trade or war, would be but a poor policy, so long as the world continues to be one of struggle… All around us now is strife; "the struggle of life," "the race of life," …what is our protective system but an organized warfare?

From Josiah Strong, author of Our Country (1885)

 

No writer did more to popularize the idea of “Anglo-Saxon” supremacy than the Protestant clergyman Josiah Strong. His book, Our Country: Its Possible Future and Its Present Crisis, was written for a limited purpose: to promote missionary activity by Protestant churches.  But it argued for foreign missions with ideas that captured a much wider audience than the limited one Strong had in mind.  The book quickly sold almost 200,000 copies… 

  

It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure to come in the world's future. Heretofore there has always been in the history of the world a comparatively unoccupied land westward, into which the crowded countries of the East have poured their surplus populations. But the widening waves of migration, which millenniums ago rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates, meet to-day on our Pacific coast. There are no more new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are limited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the pressure of population on the means of subsistence will be felt here as it is now felt in Europe and Asia. Then will the world enter upon a new stage of its history-the final competition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled. Long before the thousand millions are here, the mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and strengthened in the United States, will assert itself. Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty of numbers and the might of wealth behind it-the representative, let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest Christianity, the highest civilization-having developed peculiarly aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon mankind, will spread itself over the earth. If I read not amiss, this powerful race will move down upon Mexico, down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over upon Africa and beyond. And can any one doubt that the result of this competition of races will be the "survival of the fittest?"

