A.P. U.S. History

January 17th, 2006

After the War of 1812, the United States is on its own, its’ identity solidified.  After your enemy is gone, all you’re left with is….yourself.  Two forces are pulling on the United States:

-  Sectionalism – identifying with or favoring one’s region first

-  Nationalism – identifying with or favoring one’s nation first

Which one did most Americans gravitate towards due to 9/11? 

Which one did most Americans gravitate towards during the recent presidential election?

What’s the difference? What causes either of the two?

Forces Causing Sectionalism

-  The Industrial Revolution – adopted in the north, not in the south.

· Factories needed in New England because shipping stopped by ship seizures; embargo act

First factory in America made by Samuel Slater; he “steals” the plans out of England by memorizing them.  Was Slater a hero or a criminal?

-  Agricultural differences

· North

-  Food crops require little labor


      -  Cities close; excess food can be sold for profit

-  South


-  large plantations

Significant evidence, believe it or not, suggests that slavery was dying as an economic institution by the war of 1812.  While whites still clung to the idea of racial superiority, slaves were simply too inefficient a system to keep running.

Eli Whitney’s cotton gin would change that.

2 types of cotton:

  
-  Short staple – abundant and easy to grow, but hard to separate the cotton from 

    the plant because of seeds.


-  Long staple – easy to get the cotton but doesn't grow in abundance.

What are the two different ways Whitney could have chosen to try to solve this problem?  (Either find a way to (1) grow more long staple cotton or find a way to (2) more easily separate the seeds from the short staple) 

Show overhead picture of cotton gin.  How does it work?  Which solution did he choose?

Whitney’s motivation was to make picking cotton easier – he was trying to help slaves’ lives.  Instead, he ended up reviving a dying institution.  Should Whitney be blamed?

[image: image1.jpg]This diagram shows how the cotton gin worked. Hooks on the cylinder

removed the seeds from the cotton.
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