Andrew Jackson Comes to Power

The election of 1824 – the “corrupt bargain agreement”

-  Only Republicans ran (There is only one national party, as the Federalists are dead – it’s the Era of Good Feelings!)

-  Jackson (R) wins popular vote over Adams (R) 

-  No candidate gets majority of electoral votes

Review (Or more likely learning it for the first time for South Amboy students):  Why did the Founding Fathers make a system where you can get the most votes and LOSE an election?  What was their motivation for making the wacky Electoral College system?

-  House of Reps. decides 

-  Speaker Henry Clay has the power to sway the decision.  

-  He supported Adams; Adams won.

Was this a corrupt bargain?

Evidence for yes - Clay secretly met with Adams beforehand.  Adams made Clay his Secretary of State after he was elected.

Evidence for no – Clay hated Jackson; Clay agreed with Adams over the American system.

In your opinion, was this a corrupt bargain?   

Regardless of whether or not the deal really was corrupt, what do you think the long-reaching impacts of the election were?  Why?
Impacts of the election 

1) The Republican Party splits  No more Era of Good Feelings…awww… 

2) Sectionalism and states’ rights 

3) Adams is unpopular and doesn’t get reelected.

Jacksonian Democracy - The Age of the Common Man
-  Universal white manhood suffrage was adopted.  Who was really getting the vote that didn't have it before?
-  Presidents appeal to their common, rather than aristocratic roots.  Does this practice continue today?  Can you provide an example of this?

-  The way that parties nominated candidates changed:


Out:  Caucus – party elites choose the candidate in secret


In:  Primary – all members choose the candidate in public

-  Why did the Age of the Common Man occur in the 1820’s?

· More non-land owning whites existed

· Federal elections became more important as the federal government was interfering with daily life.  Can you think of any examples of the federal government interfering with something a commoner might care about at this time?

Discussion/debate:  Do you think that the United States was better or worse off for initiating the Age of the Common Man?  What arguments can be made for both sides?

The Indian Problem

-  Settlers in the South conflict with Indians as they move west

-  Congress passes the Indian Removal Act – transplant the Indians to a reservation in Oklahoma

Worcester v. Georgia

-  Cherokees in Georgia lived in mansions, had plantations, and sued Georgia for taking away their lands.

-  Marshall rules that Cherokees are independent and that  Georgia’s state government cannot govern their lands.

-  Andrew Jackson ignored the decision and deported the Cherokees on the Trail of Tears.

The Native American problem was not an easy one to solve.  What would you have done if you were a United States congressman regarding the Cherokees?  The rest of the Native Americans?  What options were available to you?

