THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY: CONSTITUTION 
December 4, 1833

God has made all men carry the same blood and exist on the same planet Earth.  He has commanded us to love our neighbors as we would love ourselves.  Our nation’s existence is based upon this principle – that all men are created equal – as stated in the Declaration of Independence.

We believe we owe it to the oppressed slaves, to our fellow citizens who hold slaves, to our whole country, to our future, and to God, to do all that is lawfully in our power to bring about the extinction of Slavery.  We do hereby agree, relying on God’s help, to form ourselves into a society.

The object of this Society is the entire abolition (banning/getting rid) of Slavery in the United States. (#2)This society does admit that each slave State, has, by the Constitution of the United States, the exclusive right to make laws keeping or banning slavery at their own discretion. (#2) Regardless, our aim is to convince all our fellow-citizens, by arguments addressed to their understandings and consciences, that Slaveholding is a heinous crime in the sight of God, and the only solution is its’ immediate abandonment. The Society will also endeavor, in a constitutional way, to influence Congress to prevent the extension of slavery to any State that may be admitted to the Union in the future.

This Society shall aim to elevate the character and condition of the people of color, by encouraging their intellectual, moral and religious improvement, and by removing public prejudice, that thus they may, according to their intellectual and moral worth, share an equality with the whites, and a place along side them in society.

Questions

1.  Before 1830, Americans tended to attack slavery as an inefficient and outmoded labor system.  On what grounds does the American Anti-Slavery Society condemn slavery in 1833?  How do these arguments differ from previous attacks on the peculiar institution?

2.  What is the American Anti-Slavery Society's stance on states' rights and slavery?  (What do they “admit?”)

3.  What is the American Anti-Slavery Society's aim once they liberate slaves? 

Slavery:  A Positive Good – By John C. Calhoun - 1837

I do not believe that aggression is to be met by giving in or compromising. I believe that any encroachments [small violations] on one’s way of life must be met at the beginning before they get worse.

(4) - We are now told that the most effective way of stopping the progress of abolition [banning slavery] is to argue against the abolitionists.  That was already tried in the House of Representatives. But instead of stopping abolition's progress it has since advanced more rapidly than ever. No matter how obviously correct one side of an argument is, there is always the possibility of creating confusion on an issue by endlessly arguing and debating.  That is what the abolitionists have done in their arguments against slavery. Already abolitionism has taken possession of the churches, of the schools, and of the press - the instruments which will influence the minds of the next generation.

(6) - In the course of a few years the people running non-slaveholding states will be those who been taught to hate the people and institutions of nearly one-half of this Union [the South].  If the brainwashing of the abolitionists continue, the future is obvious to see. We would become, finally, two people. Abolition and the Union cannot coexist. As the friend of the Union I openly proclaim it.

Questions

4.  What method of dealing with abolitionism does Calhoun reject?  What would happen if that method were used?

5.  What parts of society have been taken over by abolitionism?

6.  What future of the United States does Calhoun see if abolitionism runs it's course?  How does this answer compare to your answer for #2 -  Was Calhoun accurately describing the abolitionists' intentions and direction?  Why or why not?

William John Grayson's The Hireling (northern wage worker) and the Slave - 1855

Slavery is that system of labour which exchanges subsistence [food, shelter, clothing, etc.] for slaves for work done for the master.  Slavery is the negro system of labour. The black race is lazy and careless. Slavery makes blacks have a work ethic, and it ensures homes, food and clothing for all.  There is no poverty in slavery.  Slaves are taken care of in sickness and in health.

If Slavery is subject to abuses, it has its advantages also. It establishes more permanent, and, therefore, kinder relations between capital [management/employers/the rich] and labour – a life long bond is a stronger and healthier one. It avoids the widening and bitter feud between workers and owners in the factory system in the North.  With Slavery, there is no such thing as a labourer for whom nobody cares or provides for. The most wretched feature in hireling (wage) labour is the isolated miserable creature who has no home, no work, no food, and in whom no one is particularly interested. 

I do not say that Slavery is the best system of labour, but only that it is the best for the Negro. In a nation composed of all people from the same race, where labourers are intelligent and hard working, money wages may be better than forced labor. However, even under all advantages, there are still great defects in the hireling [the northern system of labor where people are hired and earn wages] labour system, for which no one has discovered an adequate remedy. In hireling States there are thousands of idlers, smugglers, drunkards and thieves who make theft a profession. There are thousands who suffer for a lack of food and clothing and from inability to obtain them. For these two classes-- those who will not work, and those who cannot--there is nothing in place to take care of them. Among slaves, every one is made to work, and no one is permitted to starve. 

What more can be required of Slavery, in reference to the negro, than has been done? It has made him, from a savage, an orderly and efficient labourer. It supports him in comfort and peace. It restrains his vices. It improves his mind, orals and manners. It instructs him in Christian knowledge.

As to the coming of the negro to North America ... we can see much good already resulting from it--good to the negro, in his improved condition; to the country whose rich fields he has cleared of the forest and made productive in climates unfit for the labour of the white man; to the Continent of Africa in furnishing, as it may ultimately, the only means for civilizing its people.

Questions

7.  According to Grayson, why is slavery the most appropriate system of labor for blacks? 

8.  According to Grayson, how is slavery a better system of labor than “hireling” labor?  Briefly describe/explain a few of the arguments he uses.

9.  Look at Grayson's last paragraph – what positive goods have come about because of slavery?

1833 - Richard H. Colfax's Evidence Against the Views of the Abolitionists, Consisting of Physical and Moral Proofs, of the Natural Inferiority of the Negroes 

It can be shown, that the portion of blacks’ brain, which presides over the animal functions, exceeds, to any great extent, that from which the mental endowments arise.

His lips are thick, his muscles, large and full. These muscles are always in action during laughter and the extreme enlargement of them indicates a low mind. His jaws large and projecting,--his chin retreating,--his forehead low, flat and slanting, and his eyeballs are very prominent,--apparently larger than those of white men;--all of these peculiarities at the same time contributing to reduce his facial angle almost to a level with that of the brute.  

Can any such man become great or elevated?  We can logically deduce that Negroes have poor intellects from the shapes of their heads.  Blacks’ inability to receive an education makes it improper to allow them the privileges of citizenship in an enlightened country.  

(11) Those that want to allow Negroes into white society have extremely flawed arguments.  They could never say that the negroes have had no opportunity to improve, or have had less opportunities than European nations.  Yet for thousands of years, while Europeans improved their societies and advanced, Africans never even attempted to raise themselves above the status of animals. 

Questions

10.  What biological “proof” does Colfax offer as to the inferiority of blacks?  (If you were wondering, yes, in general the “scientists” of the time generally believed the things they were writing)

11.  How does Colfax use “evidence” from African history to “prove” that Africans are genetically inferior beings?

12.  How does Colfax use the information from questions 10 and 11 to talk about slavery?  What are his arguments?

