Exploring America’s “Manifest Destiny” – The Realities of Moving West

Cause/Effect – Reasons for Moving

Historical inquiry – There are any number of reasons why people move from one place to another – god, ground, gold, glory, etc.  However, these generalizations do not explain why people move when they do.  Below is a cause/effect chart in which only the impacts will be given to you – what was going on between 1830 and the Civil War that caused the impact?

	Causes
	Reasons For Moving West

	Massive Immigration →
	Land shortages

	Panic of 1837 →
	Avoid creditors/seek new jobs

	Industrial Revolution →
	Markets for manufactured goods

	Transportation revolution →
	Easier travel/Trade with China

	Second Great Awakening →
	Religious minorities seek freedom

	Manifest Destiny →
	Spread democracy


Discussion/debate – do you think Americans moved primarily for economic or idealistic motives?  How does the above chart coincide with your argument?

Native American Relations – If you were a Native American in the Midwest, what are your options for dealing with whites?  Which one would you pick, and why?

Conflict – Black Hawk War

-  Whites in Illinois/Iowa pressure N.A. to move west of the Mississippi

-  Black Hawk leads an unsuccessful rebellion; N.A. forcibly removed


Coexistence – The Middle Ground

-  Whites need N.A. for trading partners; knowledge of terrain


Diplomacy – Fort Laramie Treaty

-  In response to attacks by N.A., U.S. government negotiates an agreement

-  N.A. promise not to attack; “receive” land near Rocky Mountains and annual payments




-  Treaty repeatedly violated by U.S. government

Discussion/debate – which of these three examples – conflict, coexistence, or diplomacy – do you think was the most common for Native Americans to choose in the west?  Why?  Which was least common?  Why?

The Mormon Migration 

-  Joseph Smith claims to receive new bible from god

Story time – Smith and the Mormons believe(d) that a tribe of Israelites came to America thousands of years ago.  Because they strayed from god’s path, god punished the tribe by turning their skin dark – into Indians/Native Americans.  Smith’s goal was to restore America to its’ holy nature.

What is your initial emotional reaction to this story?  How do you feel?

-  Nauvoo, Illinois – Smith angers public by declaring himself a prophet and endorsing polygamy (having multiple marriage partners)


-  Killed by anti-Mormon mob

Discussion/debate – American students are taught that the first amendment guarantees a separation of church and state – and its’ citizens freedom of religion.  Should there be limits on the way a person can practice?  What should they be?

-  Brigham Young becomes new leader


-  Moves Mormons to Utah 

Dispute Over Oregon Territory

-  Election of 1844 - James Polk (D) wins party nomination by calling for annexation of Oregon


-  54’ 40 or fight!


-  (or not) – Polk and Britain agree to 49th parallel instead

Inquiry – can you think of a reason why Polk saw political capital in the idea of annexing Oregon?  Who was Polk trying to appeal to?

