How Did a Single Assassination Lead to a World War?  The Underlying Causes of WWI 

- June 28th, 1914 – Saravejo, Bosnia

· Gavrilo Princip - Serbian nationalist 

-  Assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria

-  Why? Desired to free Bosnia from Austrian control to unite all ethnic Serbs in one nation.

Early 20th Century Europe can be compared to a “powder keg.”  Ferdinand’s assassination was the “spark” that united the powder in the keg.  We will look at four underlying causes of the war – the “powder.” Questions to think about/discuss:

· Which of the four was the biggest cause of the war? Least?

· If any one of the four causes had not existed, would WWI still have taken place? 

· Was the war inevitable? Could it have been prevented?  How?

Militarism

-  Militarism – developing a nation’s armed forces and using them for diplomacy.   

How militarism helped cause WWI:

· Caused arms races.  What is an arms race? What is the catch-22 with arms races? 

· Tempted leaders to use their “toys” and plans.

· Created feelings of superiority/aggression among people

Debate/discuss:  

“It is not yet known with what weapons WWIII will be fought with, but WWIV will be fought with sticks and stones.” – Albert Einstein

Is humanity doomed to world destruction because of militarism?  If it is a problem, what can/should we do about it?

Imperialism
-  Imperialism – the desire to conquer or control new territories.

How imperialism helped cause WWI:

· “Land grabs” – countries compete for colonies

· Conquered peoples fight for freedom against imperialists

Nationalism

-  Nationalism – feelings of superiority based upon national identity; the belief that national interests trump world interests.

How nationalism helped cause WWI:

· Large countries wanted to dominate each other and rise to world power.  Attempting to gain world prestige in 1914 would be a far different task than it might be during the times of when other empires were built such as Rome.  How so?
· Ethnic nationalism – people of similar “races” wanted to unite under one state.  Take a guess – why is the word “races” in quotes?  (Discuss A Class Divided)
Entangling Alliances

-  Alliance – an agreement to support another country in a time of crisis.

How entangling alliances helped cause WWI:

· Entangling alliances are paradoxical – they simultaneously delay war and lead to it because they rely on a balance of power.  
An analogy – why do Americans often vote for Republicans or Democrats if they disagree with some of their policies? Why not pick a third-party candidate who you agree with on ALL the issues?

· Two major sets of alliances:
-  The Allies – Great Britain, France, Russia

-  Central Powers – Germany, Hungary, Ottoman Empire

Final Debate/discussion/essay on test – Which of the four causes we discussed – nationalism, entangling alliances, imperialism, or militarism was the greatest cause of the war?  Why?

