The Tariff of Abominations

1.  If you were a slave master, what rules would you pass over your slaves? (You’re not you, you’re evil slaveholder you)

2.  If you were a slave who was living under the rules the master had just passed listed in your notebook, how would you respond?

3.  Consider this quote: “Slavery creates slaves out of masters as well as slaves.”  Using what you have learned from questions 1 and 2, explain what this means.
Background:  The South hates a powerful federal government. 

1. Mistreatment of slaves →

2. Slave rebellions → 

3. Fear of blacks → 

4. Fear of government banishing slavery

As we already know, a tariff is a tax on imports (goods made in another country and bought here).  The North and the South had opposite opinions on tariffs.  Which region, North or South, do you think liked tariffs?  Which region hated them?  Why?  Consider the main source of income of each region. (see chart)

-  Northern congressmen try to pass a tariff on foreign manufactured goods


-  Raise revenue


-  Force the south to buy northern goods

Your parents catch you smoking.  They take out their “Big Book of Clichés” and research the appropriate punishment.  The book tells them to lock you in the basement with no food or water, and not to let you out until you’ve smoked every cigarette in the carton.  What are the pros and cons of this solution?  

-  South’s response – suggest an extremely high tariff on everything, including raw materials for factories This is like the cigarette analogy.  Your parents are the South and don’t like you smoking. If the South hates tariffs, why would they be suggesting an extremely high tariff?

-  Make tariff so hurtful that north will reject whole thing

-  Plan backfires – north accepts tariff

What does this tell us about human nature?  On what condition was the North able to accept a plan that was going to hurt itself?

-  John C. Calhoun’s dilemma – support the tariff?

-  Yes:  Vice President and Nationalist (support the tariff, its’ national law)

-  No:  Southerner (don’t support the tariff – it will cripple the region where he was born and the way of life he loves)
-  Calhoun and South Carolina protest the tariff


-  S.C. makes it illegal for its’ citizens to pay the tariff

What is meant by the quote “stuck between a rock and a hard place?”  Why is this one of those situations?

-  Jackson angry (Remember, he’s the Indian killing military guy – even though Jackson doesn’t like the tariff either, he doesn’t take too kindly to disrespect for his authority)



-  Congress passes Force Bill

-  Authorizes Jackson to invade S.C.  Who is bigger, the federal government or S.C.?


-  S.C. backs down; compromise reached

-  Neh Neh Neh Neh Neeeeeeeh Neeeeeeeeeeeh, we got the last word:  S.C. nullifies the force bill  Why wouldn’t this get them in a lot of trouble?  Why is it such a great smart-allecky move?

North – Manufactured Goods

South – Cotton



  England – Manufactured Goods

1.  Why does the South have four arrows connected to it while the North and England only have two each?

2.  If the United States places a tariff on English manufactured goods, the price of those goods goes up.  As the buyer of English manufactured goods, who gets hurt by this tariff?

3.  Who is benefited by the tariff, and why?







