The Causes of the Spanish-American War

Background

1.  Spain owns Cuba

2.  Americans invested millions in Cuban sugar

-  Cuban economy ↓; Cubans rebel


-  Strategy – purposely destroy American property

The “ insurrectos” scorched and burned their own country and American property when they were trying to get the Spanish out.  What is the logic behind following this strategy rather than just attacking the Spanish directly?

3.  Spain makes concentration camps

Discussion/debate: Should the United States help the Cubans here?  Why or why not?  Think about the following categories:  geography, human rights, economics, and costs of war.

4 Causes of the War

1.  Yellow Journalism


-  Pulitzer/Hearst exaggerate truth; sway public



-  Fabricate Spanish abuses of Americans

1)What is the conflict in news companies between the “news” and the “company?” 2)What is your opinion of the current media coverage of Iraq?  Do you think it is accurate?  Exaggerated?

2.  The DeLome Letter


-  Stolen from Spanish diplomat

-  Makes fun of Pres. McKinley (Weak; A bidder for the love of the crowd)

-  Makes diplomacy look weak

3.  The Maine Explosion

 
-  McKinley sends ship to Cuba


-  Mysterious explosion; dispute over cause


-  U.S. public outraged

What a surprise – what do you think the Spanish “discovered” in their investigation?  What do you think the Americans “discovered in theirs?  How is this just like the causes of the Iraq war?

(In 1976 American navy scientists found out that the Maine was victim to an accidental explosion…whoops)

4.  American sugar interests


-  Secretly desire to take over Cuba

Debate:  Rank the causes of the war from the biggest cause to least biggest cause.  Defend your answers.

