A.P. U.S. History

Title:  Should You Eat Your Words?  The Value of Hypocrisy – Thomas Jefferson, the Barbary Pirates, and the Louisiana Purchase

Jefferson, the Barbary Pirates, and the Louisiana Purchase

Discussion:  True or False – One should always stick to his or her principles.  If you cannot follow what you believe in and actually implement it when the time comes, you are a hypocrite and there really is no sense in having principles in the first place.

Review - What were Thomas Jefferson's principles or views regarding how the government should be run? 

Small government, minimalist army and navy, weak executive.  Why – cheap, non-threatening, allows for liberty, non-tyrannous, stay out of war

-  The Barbary Pirates offered a serious challenge to Jefferson's principles in his second term. They are called Barbary because they came from countries off of the Barbary Coast in North Africa. 

(Look at maps)

If you wanted to trade with port cities in southern Spain, France, and Italy, where would you have to go past? (Gibraltar, into the Mediterranean Sea)  Why would trade be so particularly dangerous there if pirates were present?

-  Because American trade to Europe was so lucrative, the United States had been paying the pirates tribute (ransom money; a bribe) to prevent them from stealing their ships/cargo.  ($2 million between 1790-1800; however a navy would be similarly expensive)

Debate and discuss:  Jefferson's dilemma – keep paying the tribute to appease the pirates or fight them?  What would you do?  Why?  Is bribery ever an acceptable alternative to war?

- Jefferson decided to increase taxes on imports to up the size of the navy and attack.  We were largely successful.

-  The second dilemma Jefferson faced was over the new French threat in Louisiana.  A little back history:

1.  Spain was no threat after Pickney's Treaty; but France tried to control the Mississippi for profit.  Why was the Mississippi so critical for trade?

2.  A rebellion starts in French-owned Haiti in the Caribbean under Toussaint L'Ouverture.

3.  Napoleon gives up; decides to focus on Europe rather than an empire in the United States.

4.  Jefferson sends James Monroe and Robert Livingston to buy all lands on the EAST bank of the river in order to ensure trade. - $2 million, but will go to $10 million max.

5.  Napoleon offers ALL of Louisiana for $15 million.  

6.  Monroe and Livingston do not have time to consult with Congress, so they make the agreement there ... then the president and congress have to ratify.

Debate and discuss – The purchase seems to violate Jefferson's principles.  Should he be a hypocrite and do it anyway?  (Do a pro/con on the board)  

Yes

That’s a whole lotta land! – 3 cents an acre

Good for farmers!

Get Europe out of New World

No

Unconstitutional/strict construction

What do we always forget about the purchase? Do analogy – I buy your land from third party – does it really belong to me?   (It STILL belonged to the Indians!  What about the freakin’ Indians!)

-  Closing debate – in government, if the ends can indeed justify the means, is the Iraqi war justified?  Wouldn’t freedom and democracy in Iraq justify going to war?
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