U.S. History I

February 24, 2005

Title:  The House Party That Got Too Big – Mexican Invitations for American Immigration in Texas and the Origins of the Mexico-Texas War

Objectives:  The students will be able to explain the motivations for Mexico to invite American immigrants to Texas.  The students will be able to explain the reasons why Mexicans and Texans did not get along in the area.  The students will be able to make judgments regarding whether Mexico or Texas had a better claim to the land and whether or not Texas independence was justified.

Methods: 

Finish overhead notes from yesterday – allow students to debate thoroughly on religious freedom issue; review/check HW.

Anticipatory Set:  Who was a greater claim to a piece of land, 1) an absentee land owner (person who is never there but legally owns the land) or 2) the person that lives and takes care of the land but does not own it?

This debate raged between American immigrants in Texas (the people who live there) and Mexico (the absentee land owners)

- Mexico invites American Immigrants – Mexico had just received its’ independence from Spain – why would they want Americans to come?


-  Control Native Americans


-  Trade/inventions

-  Americans get land grants – Stephen Austin (empresario – a recruiter)

Conflict – You’re a dork, and so you decide to throw a house party to be cool and invite the coolest kids.  What might your plan backfire?

 - Mexico’s rules – 1) Catholicism, 2)No slavery (and of course, you have to be a Mexican citizen) – time and place - why are these a problem here and now?

When the house party starts to get out of control, what do you try to do in vein?  Why doesn’t it work? (Mexico banned American immigration; we came anyway)

- (Mexican gov’t in shambles) Santa Anna comes to power; suspends democracy 

→ Texas Revolution (fight for independence)

-  The Alamo – Six thousand Mexican troops faced off against only two-hundred fortified Texans at an abandoned mission in San Antonio.  Santa Anna's troops killed every Texan soldier.  Why is the Alamo such a famous battle?  What was its' impact on the war between Mexico and Texas?
-  San Jacinto – Sam Houston wins; capture Santa Anna


-  Force him to sign treaty of Valesco – grants Texan independence

Debate:  Was the treaty legitimate?  What arguments can be made for both sides?

Tomorrow – The Lone-Star Republic is its’ own nation, but it consists of former Americans.  Does the United States annex Texas?

