A.P. United States History Syllabus

Advanced Placement United States history is a rigorous, college level course designed to challenge students well beyond what students learn in other history classes in high school.  The workload you will encounter will be significantly higher not only in quantity but also in sophistication and complexity.  In addition to reading the works of others, A.P. U.S. history challenges students to become practicing historians themselves.  On a regular basis, you will be required to formulate and defend your own judgments and opinions.  Standard assignments include but are not limited to the following:

-  Primary document analysis – Students are given works written by persons who lived during the time period being studied.  Primary document analysis can be incredibly challenging or frustrating because the authors write in the language of their time, not ours.

-  Document Based Questions (DBQs) – Document Based Questions are a requirement for the A.P. U.S. History exam that you are expected to take in May.  DBQs take primary document analysis to a higher level of complexity.  Several times throughout the year, you will be given a series of documents and a controversial statement.  Through persuasive essay writing, your goal is to prove or disprove the controversial statement by analyzing the documents.  Well-written, grammatically correct, persuasive writing is essential to passing this class and doing well on the A.P. exam.  How you say things is important as what you are trying to say.

-  Historiography – Historiography is the study of how historians’ views of the same event have changed over time.  For example, how did historians who were writing in 1915 about America’s Reconstruction period differ from historians who write about the period today?  In prior classes, you may have become accustomed to having the textbook being presented as the ultimate truth or authority.  In this class, you will often read multiple textbooks that have conflicting views of the same events.  You will be required to formulate opinions on these multiple views and defend or criticize them.

-  Historical role-plays – At several points throughout the year, students will be required to participate in an historical debate from a particular person or group’s perspective.  Role-plays can be challenging or frustrating because you will often be forced to give arguments that you fundamentally disagree with.  For example, many women sought to reject women’s suffrage during the Progressive Era.  Even though it is likely that you believe women should have the right to vote, you would be required to research why many women did not want to have this right and argue logically to this end in front of class.

-  Discrepant event analysis and causations – In previous history classes, you may have become accustomed to your teacher or your textbook simply telling you why events happened.  A.P. U.S. history will regularly challenge you to A)go into greater depth – asking not just the question “why did this event occur” but also “why did it occur when it  did and not at any other time?” and B)figure out these problems for yourself.  Throughout the year, you will be taught the tools of professional historians and be expected to use them.

Course Materials

David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey.  The American Pageant:  A 

History of the Republic.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

