A.P. U.S. History

Washington’s Farewell Address – left after two terms, sets precedent until legalized after F.D.R.

1.  Strong federal government limits anarchy

2.  Sectionalism is dangerous

3.  Avoid foreign alliances/entanglements except in dire emergencies

4.  Political parties tear the nation apart

-  Which of the above do you think was most important in shaping the course of American history? 

-  Which was most ignored, at America’s peril?

Adams Presidency (see overhead, answer questions)

-  Jay’s Treaty angers France → French seize U.S. ships deja va?

XYZ affair – Adams sends diplomats


-  X, Y, Z demand $250,000 just to talk


-  Result – unofficial naval war

Federalist congress passes Alien and Sedition Acts

-  3 provisions:

(do underlying motivation; why they may be unconstitutional)

1.  Raised residency requirements for American citizenship  

2.  President may jail/deport undesirable aliens

3.  Noone may express opinions considered damaging to the country

Defenses by Secretary of State Pickering (Federalists)

(argue what’s wrong with these arguments)


1. Non-citizens are not protected from the Constitution


2. The First Amendment does not prohibit lies to be told about the government


3. People who do not commit crimes are not put in jail


4. We are at war with the French; the French present a danger to the U.S.

Kentucky Resolution: Thomas Jefferson - 1799

I am here today to address the members of the Kentucky state legislature about my feelings on the Alien and Sedition Acts.  We would be unfaithful to ourselves and to the people who elected us if we followed the response to these laws that every other state in the Union has done: nothing.

The Alien and Sedition Acts are so obviously obnoxious that it has become unnecessary to continue arguing about whether or not they are constitutional.  Further debate or discussion on the flaws with these acts will get us nowhere.

However, if Kentucky is silent on the issue, other states might interpret or view a lack of action as though Kentucky was submitting to the Alien and Sedition Acts.  Even worse, by saying nothing, other states might believe that Kentucky actually agrees with them.  We cannot let that happen.  Thus, we write the following:

RESOLVED, the state of Kentucky considers the federal union, as defined in the federal compact (know this word – it means contract; Jefferson specifically is talking about the Constitution of the United States) a good thing that promotes happiness among the people.  Furthermore, Kentucky declares its allegiance to 1)the Union, and to 2)the compact.  We would never seek to break up or leave the Union.

Think critically:  Think time and place – If Jefferson is about to criticize the government, why would he be motivated to talk about how good the Constitution and the federal government are in the above paragraph?  

However, if federal politicians are allowed to break the limits on their power fixed by the compact, one consequence is inevitable.  State governments would be annihilated.  Federal officials would then construct an even more tyrannical federal government on the ruins of the destroyed state governments. 

If the federal government is the only judge of the extent of the powers given to it, the federal government will stop nothing short of tyranny.  The proof is obvious:  the judgment of those who administer the government, and not the constitution, would be the measure of their powers.

The states that formed the federal government are sovereign (self-ruling) and independent.  They have the unquestionable right to judge abuses of power made by the government.  A nullification (know this term – it means to declare a law unconstitutional and thereby kill it or make it null and void – like a bad check) by the states of the Alien and Sedition Acts is the rightful remedy.  The states have the right and power to do this because the Alien and Sedition Acts violate the Constitution.  To do nothing or to let the laws continue to exist would be a violation of the compact.
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The Election of 1796

Problem #1
From Article II, Section 3 of the Constitution:

“The electors [from the Electoral College] shall meet in their respective states…The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President…After the choice of President, the person having the [next] greatest number of votes shall be chosen Vice President.”

Look at the map again and think about the above passage.  Assuming that these rules were followed, (which they were) who became president in 1796?  Who became vice-president?  What problem did that present?

Problem #2
Look at the coloring on the map.  What future major event in American history could have been predicted by the election of 1796?

Problem #3

Look at the graph on the map.  What modern day problem evidenced in the election of 1796 does the United States still have as a result of the two-party system?
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