A.P. U.S. History

The Missouri Compromise

Anticipatory set:  The hatred between two rival gangs is growing.  To avoid a fight, one day Mr. Sanders decides to draw a line in splitting the school in half.  Mr. Sanders thinks to himself, “I’m so smart…with this solution, no fights will break out between the two gangs.”  

What is good or bad about this compromise?

The Missouri Compromise shares a similar solution – we drew a line down the middle of the country.  The solution has its’ pros and cons – what were the specifics and what do you think of the solution?

Motivation for Compromise

Have students label maps of United States up until 1819 only.  Label the Mason-Dixon line with them, with arrows – states above were eventually free states; states below were eventually all slave.  (New Jersey had slaves until the 1840’s…doh)

Questions:

1.  In what two-year period did the most states join the Union?  Why did so many join during this period of time?

2.  How many states are in the Union by 1819?

3.  How many states are above the Mason-Dixon line?

4.  How many states are below the Mason-Dixon line?

5.  Think:  What is the motivation for the Missouri Compromise?  What is the issue at hand?

Answers:

1.  Delaware - 1787

2.  Pennsylvania - 1787

3.  New Jersey –1787

4.  Georgia - 1788  

5.  Connecticut – 1788

6.  New Hampshire - 1799

7.  Maryland – 1788

8.  South Carolina - 1788

9.  New Hampshire – 1788

10. Virginia

11.  New York –1788

12.  North Carolina - 1788

13.  Rhode Island – 1790

14.  Vermont - 1791

15.  Kentucky –1792

16.  Tennessee – 1796

17. Ohio - 1803

18. Louisiana - 1812

19.  Indiana – 1816

20.  Mississippi - 1817

21.  Illiniois - 1818

22.  Alabama – 1819

(Maine = 23 – 1820; Missouri = 24 1821)

Missouri Compromise

-  Motivation - 1819 – 11 slave/free – Missouri about to come in to Louisiana Purchase territory and throw off the balance in favor of the slave states

-  Tallmadge Amendment – ban slavery in Missouri – angers southerners; defeated

Provisions

1.   Missouri slave state

2.   Maine breaks off from Massachusetts and becomes free state

3.   All future states above 36' 30 are free (except Missouri); all below are slave

Was the Missouri Compromise good or bad?

Good

Lasted for 34 years – allowed country to grow

Even/fair

Bad

Morality

Made a bad problem simmer and get worse – civil war
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Directions – Look at the packet.  Find each state in the Union that joined on or before 1819.  For each state that did so, mark what order it came into the Union and the year it came into the Union next to its’ abbreviation.  Then, after you are done, answer the questions below.

1.  In what two-year period did the most states join the Union?  Think historically: why did so many join during this period of time?

2.  How many states are in the Union by 1819?

3.  How many states are above the Mason-Dixon line?

4.  How many states are below the Mason-Dixon line?

5.  Think:  Why would a compromise (the Missouri Compromise – dealing with Missouri’s admission as a state to the Union) be necessary in 1820? What is the issue at hand?  

** 6.  Over what specific government institution is control about to be lost?  (Hint:  think branches of government)**
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