John L. O'Sullivan on Manifest Destiny, 1839

[That] The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration of…Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history, the formation and progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and connects us with the future only…

1) The United States is disconnected to the rest of the world…Why? 

2) The American people are connected to the future and not the past…Why?

What friend of human liberty…can cast his view over the past history of the monarchies and aristocracies of antiquity [old], and not deplore that they ever existed?   America is destined for better deeds. It is our unparalleled glory that we have no reminiscences [memory] of battlefields, but [with the exception of those] in defense of humanity, of the oppressed of all nations, [and in the defense of] the rights of personal enfranchisement [suffrage/the right to vote]. Our annals [personal stories] describe no scenes of horrid carnage, where men were led on by hundreds of thousands to slay one another, dupes [fools]…to…kings…. Nor have the American people ever suffered themselves to be led on by wicked ambition to depopulate the land [so] that a human being might be placed on a seat of supremacy. 

3) What do Americans not fight for?  (Hint:  Look at the sentence beginning, “Nor have the American people…”  

4) What do Americans fight for? (Hint:  Look at the top of the paragraph)

The expansive future is our arena, and for our history. We are entering on its untrodden space [land never walked upon before] space, with the truths of God in our minds, beneficent objects in our hearts, and with a clear conscience unsullied by the past. We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what can, set limits to our onward march? 

In its magnificent domain of space and time, the nation of many nations [the U.S.] is destined…to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship of [God]. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising hundreds of happy millions… owning no man master, but governed by God's natural and moral law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst men."

6) O’Sullivan mentions “expansive future” – i.e. our future is to expand the United States.  Where will be expanding to?  (Hint:  What is the “floor” of the future U.S.?”)

7)  What does O’Sullivan mean by the term “untrodden space?” 

8) When we do expand, how will all the citizens act towards each other?  What personal/moral laws will govern them?

This is our high destiny…[for which]…America has been chosen [by God to fulfill]. 

A.P. U.S. History

Title:  American Dream or American Arrogance?  Exploring Manifest Destiny

Objectives:  The students will be able to define the term manifest destiny and explain John O’Sullivan’s defenses behind why the United States was bound by god to expand across the hemisphere.  The students will be able to compare O’Sullivan’s dream with the motivations behind most Americans’ emigration west.  The students will be able to make judgments regarding whether or not O’Sullivan’s dream of manifest destiny was accurate when compared to America’s actual westward expansion.

Anticipatory Set:  Do you believe in destiny?  What are the good and bad aspects of this type of belief?

(Pro – you will be highly motivated to achieve your goal; Con – you may not really be destined to do what you think you were and do rather selfish/crazy things to do achieve it and fail anyway)

-  John O’ Sullivan – coined term Manifest (obvious and god-directed) Destiny


-  Americans destined to expand from ocean to ocean

Have students read primary document and answer the questions.  As you read:  What picture does O’Sullivan present/what is his dream?  Is his dream realistic or unrealistic?  Why?

The Vision – A U.S. that:

Expands from ocean to ocean

Peaceful

Democratic

Diverse

Pious/god-loving

If we were to write John O’Sullivan and tell him about the problems with his vision of Manifest Destiny, what would you state in your letter?

Problems/Practical Reality

Native Americans live there


-  Black Hawk War

Rough terrain – many will die on the trip


-  Oregon Trail

Ownership of land


-  Mexican-American War


-  Oregon owned (?) by Britain

Religious differences of people moving


-  Mormons

Slavery?  Is this democratic or not?

Cause/Effect – Reasons for Moving

Historical inquiry – There are any number of reasons why people move from one place to another – god, ground, gold, glory, etc.  However, these generalizations do not explain why people move when they do.  Below is a cause/effect chart in which only the impacts will be given to you – what was going on between 1830 and the Civil War that caused the impact?

	Causes
	Reasons For Moving West

	Massive Immigration →
	Land shortages

	Panic of 1837 →
	Avoid creditors/seek new jobs

	Industrial Revolution →
	Markets for manufactured goods

	Transportation revolution →
	Easier travel/Trade with China

	Second Great Awakening →
	Religious minorities seek freedom

	Manifest Destiny →
	Spread democracy


