A.P. U.S. History

Washington’s Foreign Policy:  Success or Failure?

-  Anticipatory Set:  If someone helped you out in a pinch, would you help him or her out later on even if it meant that you were risking your own neck? What factors would you consider?  (write on the board)  

(Examples:  Only if you promised?  Only if the situation required similar effort that your helper put in?  Only if your friend did so for altruistic reasons?)

Background

French Revolution – starts with overthrow of king

Do you think average AMERICANS thought this was a good or bad thing?


Republicans view – GREAT!


Federalists - against 

Alliance/ties from Revolutionary War binds U.S. to defend French West Indies

Washington’s Dilemma – honor the treaty?

	No
	Yes

	How would we possibly help?

(six ships in the navy!)
	Moral obligation to pay back France for the Revolution

	France mostly helped us because of a common enemy, not because they like us
	Gain support of France in the future – Britain is still a threat – IN NORTH AMERICA

	We don’t have to – tough luck
	Hit Britain up for favors before you declare neutrality

	$$$ - We’re already funding bonds and just had an internal rebellion – no thanks
	Keep your reputation in world affairs – like paying back the bonds


Decision – declaration of neutrality – keeps gov’t AND private citizens out of war


+  Precedent – stay out of Europe


+  Time to grow

-  Can you think of one, say around the 1940’s where it probably would have been good to intervene in European affairs?  What’s the problem with isolationism?  (Hitler; moral dilemmas shouldn’t be avoided like other wars)

2.  Problem:  Against treaty, Britain maintains fur trade posts in north frontier



-  Gives Miami Indians guns to fight against Americans



-  General Wayne wins against Indians

-  Treaty of Greenville – we get Old Northwest (near great lakes); Indians get payments

Success?  (yeah, duh)

3.  Problem:  (Because Britain expects U.S. to defend French Indies…) British attack American ships

Jay’s Treaty:  (Do as a chart – provision; success or not and why)

-  Britain pays current damages for seized ships, but says nothing about future incidents

-  Britain says nothing about Indians

-  We must pay outstanding debt to England from the Revolution

-  Britain promises to evacuate forts – why is this not a great concession?

Impact:  Republican Party strengthened because of “sell out” by Jay  

