Chapters 16, 17, 18 Test Study Guide

Format:  All free response/no multiple-choice.

Chapter 16 - Slavery

1.  Throughout time, people historians have tried to “use” or manipulate images of what slavery was like for their own gain.  For example, people seeking reparations for blacks may paint American slavery as the worst nightmare ever, while the KKK might paint slavery as better for blacks than freedom.  Obviously, the answer is somewhere in the middle.  According to your studies, what was the true nature of southern American slavery like?  In what ways did all blacks in the south have similar experiences?  Different?  What scenarios did some slaves face that were intolerable?  What aspects made their lives worth living?

2.  For almost all of slavery’s history in the United States, some people had been for the practice and some against.  Yet the reason why these groups were for or against slavery changed – dramatically so in 1840.  Step 1)Why were northerners against slavery before 1840?  Why were southerners for it?  Step 2)What caused both northerners and southerners to change their arguments around the year 1840?  Step 3)How were (some) northerners against slavery after 1840 in a way they had never been before?  How were (most) southerners for slavery in a way they had never been before?

Chapter 17 – Manifest Destiny

1.  Many Americans believed that they should move west around 1830.  They went for the same reasons that any group of people move – god, gold, ground, glory, etc.  These superficial reasons fail to explain why Americans moved specifically when they did.  God, gold, ground, and glory existed before 1830 – why did Americans not leave before but right then? (Don’t focus on the pre-1830 stuff for this question, just focus on the 1830-ish period itself)

2.  “Texas, New Mexico, and California were acquired unethically by the United States.”  Explain how the United States gained these territories.  In your explanation, argue whether the above statement is completely true, somewhat true, mostly untrue, or completely untrue.

Chapter 18 – Events Causing the Civil War

1.  Step 1)Define each of the following terms:  Compromise of 1850, popular sovereignty in Kansas, John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry, Dred Scott v. Sanford, and the Election of 1860.  Explain how each caused the Civil War.  Step 2)Which of these terms was the biggest cause of the Civil War, and why?  Explain why it is more important than the others – make comparisons and contrasts.

