A.P. U.S. History

Jackson’s Presidency

Spoils system – reward supporters with government jobs

+  Old out, new in – no new political parties since 1800; incompetent/useless employees replaced

+  The New Democracy – poorer classes now allowed government jobs

-  Jackson believed anyone could do the job; fired some competent employees

-  Pandora’s Box – job grubbers can’t be stopped

-  Corruption – only got job because on campaign, not because qualified

1 – 10 – 1 meaning very negative; 5 being benefit/hurt average out or no effect; 10 meaning very positive – what is your score on the spoils system for America?  Should it be followed today?

