A.P. U.S. History

January 17, 2007

Title:  How Slavery Hurt the Whole South:  Studying the Social Impact of Slavery in the Antebellum Period

Objectives:  The students will be able to explain the negative impacts of slavery on the following groups and categories:  white women, poor white men, the southern economy, states’ rights and political opinions.  The students will be able to explain why most southerners supported slavery even though it was hurting them.

Methods:

Anticipatory set:  Agree or disagree and why - Southern slavery was a harsh system of labor where whites benefited at the hands of blacks.

Stats – (chart from Bailey – 353); 1700 families on 100 or more slaves; most own 2-4;

75% own NONE.  What this means – most white southerners were getting NOTHING from slavery – yet they supported it…today we will see why.

How Slavery Hurt the South

Economics

- Slaves are expensive 

– All or nothing = divide between rich and poor

-  Few investments in technology/slow scientific advancements

-  Poor whites receive less pay because of competition with slaves

-  One crop economy (cotton) = boom or bust 

-  $$$ agriculture – ruinous to soil

Culture and Ethnicity

-  Slave labor repels immigrants – mono culture – white/black, that’s it

-  Public schooling rare – most whites have no money to support schools

Morality

-  Brutality/ethics – in order to beat a human, you need to resolve cognitive dissonance
-  Sexuality – white women’s husbands have sex with slaves

-  Cotton agriculture kills land – must expand west to live

· States’ rights paranoia – any federal interference must mean that they are taking away our slaves

Analogy - A communists view of capitalism – Imagine a communist who has never seen a capitalist system before.  Upon coming to America, he observes that 1% of Americans own the vast majority of wealth.  Critical of the system, he asks you:  Why do people continue to go to work every day in low-paying jobs instead of changing the system if they are the majority?  Why is there not civil war in America and an overthrow of the elite?

Why most southerners supported slavery

1.  Racial superiority – no matter how poor they were, poor whites felt superior to blacks.

2.  The American Dream – like buying a lottery ticket, even though the odds were overwhelmingly against it, poor whites held on to the dream of buying a slave or two and parlaying that work into an empire.

3.  The Two Faces of Republicanism thesis:  (Stephanie McCurry) – The deference, or respect and support that poor white men gave to rich slaveholders in politics allowed them to in turn have that respect from women and children in the household - patriarchy. 
