The Compromise of 1850

-  You are an average Southern senator.  You are interested in obtaining the best possible compromise for the South.  Obviously, protecting the future of slavery and all things related is your highest concern.

-  As an average senator rather than an extremist, you are willing to compromise with the North.  Reaching no deal by the end of class would be disastrous – historically and to your grade.

-  To get started, list at least 4 things being disputed over between your region and the North.  Rank them in terms of importance:  which one are you going to make the least concessions over (i.e. “this is too important to give anything way to the other side”) and which ones are you willing to trade away to get what you really want?

(Most important)
   1.




   2.




   3.

(Least important)
   4.

-  On the back, develop an overall plan to present to your group and/or the other side if your group accepts your plan.  (Example:  We get 1, 2, and 3; your group gets 4)  

Hints:  

1)Don’t think in absolutes – the items in numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 can each be split somehow.  

2)You may add new things to the list for the other side to think about.  Creative outside solutions are the key to winning a good compromise.

3)You may want to establish a set of formal procedures or guidelines with the other group.  Who says the entire compromise has to be hammered out all at once?

The Compromise of 1850

-  You are John C. Calhoun, an extremist for the South.  You are interested in obtaining the best possible compromise for the South.  Obviously, protecting the future of slavery and all things related is your highest concern.

-  As an extremist rather than an average senator, you are unwilling to give very much away to reach a compromise with the North.  Your goals to obtain today:


1.  There must be slavery in New Mexico and California.

2.  The senate should pass an amendment to the Constitution.  This amendment would create a second presidency.  One president would be selected from the free states, one from the slave.

-  To get started, brainstorm ways in which you will convince your group NOT to compromise with the North.  Be creative and think outside the parameters of just the things being fought over.  Remember, if you ensure your group gets the better end of the compromise, you will all win – you and your group are not necessarily in disagreement.


1.


2.


3.

-  Next, brainstorm ways to make sure that the North will keel to your demands.  How can the South ensure that the North will listen to your group?  Hints:  is there anything you can threaten to make sure that the North will “wuss out?”


1.


2.


3.  

The Compromise of 1850

-  You are an average northern senator.  You are interested in obtaining the best possible compromise for the North.  Obviously, protecting the future of free labor and all things related is your highest concern.

-  As an average senator rather than an extremist, you are willing to compromise with the South.  Reaching no deal by the end of class would be disastrous – historically and to your grade.

-  To get started, list at least 4 things being disputed over between your region and the South.  Rank them in terms of importance:  which one are you going to make the least concessions over (i.e. “this is too important to give anything way to the other side”) and which ones are you willing to trade away to get what you really want?

(Most important)
   1.




   2.




   3.

(Least important)
   4.

-  On the back, develop an overall plan to present to your group and/or the other side if your group accepts your plan.  (Example:  We get 1, 2, and 3; your group gets 4)  

Hints:  

1)Don’t think in absolutes – the items in numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 can each be split somehow.  

2)You may add new things to the list for the other side to think about.  Creative outside solutions are the key to winning a good compromise.

3)You may want to establish a set of formal procedures or guidelines with the other group.  Who says the entire compromise has to be hammered out all at once?

The Compromise of 1850

-  You are William Seward, an extremist and moralist senator from the North.  You are interested in obtaining the best possible compromise for the North.  Obviously, as a moralist, taking measures to ban the spread of slavery is your highest concern.  (Note:  you don’t need to ban slavery in the South itself; just in the new territories)

-  As an extremist rather than an average senator, you are unwilling to give very much away to reach a compromise with the South.  Your goals to obtain today:

-  Slavery should be completely banned in all lands gained from Mexico.  (A.K.A. the Wilmot Proviso)

-  To get the Senate to admit that moral law overrides the Constitution.

To get started, brainstorm ways in which you will convince your group NOT to compromise with the South.  Be creative and think outside the parameters of just the things being fought over.  Remember, if you ensure your group gets the better end of the compromise, you will all win – you and your group are not necessarily in disagreement.


1.


2.


3.

Next, brainstorm ways to make sure that the South will keel to your demands.  How can the North ensure that the South will listen to your group?  Hints:  is there anything you can threaten to make sure that the South will “wuss out?”


1.

2.


3.  

The Compromise of 1850

-  You are Stephen Douglas, a great compromiser.  You have a dream of winning the presidency sometime soon.  To do this, you must appeal to both the North and the South.  Your goal is to come up with the fairest compromise possible.  The better the balance, the better your grade.

-  To get started, list the 4 things being compromised over between North and South.  Rank them in terms of their importance – which ones are the biggest issues (i.e. “I have to make sure that this is evenly fair and balanced”) and which ones can you use as trade tools to bribe the two sides to come to an agreement?

(Most important)
   1.




   2.




   3.

(Least important)
   4.

-  On the back, develop an overall plan to present to both groups. (Example:  The North gets 1, and 4; the South gets 2 and 3)  

Hints:  

1)Don’t think in absolutes – the items in numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 can each be split somehow.  

2)You may add new things to the list for the other side to think about.  Creative outside solutions are the key to winning a good compromise.

3)You may want to establish a set of formal procedures or guidelines between the two groups to help them talk.  Should leaders be selected?  Who says the entire compromise has to be hammered out all at once?

